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This is a tale of impunity…  
which is continuing and getting worse day by day.

This is the history of a hotel development,  
which is now trying to be real estate.

 
It’s a tale of disdain and scorn for the  

environment, arrogance and greed with a high 
cost in destruction.

This is the history of the 
“Gran Bahia Principe Hotel” in the Riviera Maya, 

the implacable predator.

We are presenting to you,  
Mr. President,  information that we have on hand 
and that we have been collecting for nine years.  

We will attempt to condense 9 years of  
investigation into a precise and clear  

presentation.  

We will include photos to illustrate the obvious. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

About the frequent ecocides Grupo Piñero has done, through their Gran Hotel Bahia 
Principe and their mega development Naj K’aax, under the legal representation of Represen-

taciones Turísticas de Mexico SA de CV. Using local companies as tools for destruction.
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Photo 3 
26/09/07

Currently being constructed the latest stages of 
the hotel (we don’t know where they will stop).

A clear modification to the coast line can be 
noticed. The rocky zone (coralina) has been 

removed, putting in its place a limey construction 
material known in the region as “sascab”,  covering 

it with a thin layer of sand.



 
Photo 1

1997
 
 

Aventuras Akumal 10 years ago.
Akumal means place of turtles in Mayan.  

 
It is located 20 miles from Playa del Carmen.  

Akumal is divided: Half Moon Bay, Akumal Bay,  
Aventuras Akumal, and  Aventuras-DIF.



Photo 2
2004

Aventuras Akumal 3 years ago, being constructed 
the first stage of the Bahia Principe’s development. 

The dune and the mangrove are intact. In the  
image the dune can be seen on the low part.



Photo 4
14/08/05

Entrance to the Bahia Principe’s Hotel Complex. 
3 hotels in one and growing…



Photo 5
Online publicity of H.B.P.

The development has 
generated a lot of 

low level jobs,  
and money for  

other countries 
while devastating 

the  
local  

environment..

In the photographs it can be seen how the installations of the 
hotel have invaded the turtle nesting areas by constructing  

palapas, sun beds, and piers



Photo 6
24/04/06

This is a panoramic view of the hotel complex. 
New artificial Beaches with no sand base (“sascab”) 
which makes it impossible for the turtles to nest. 



Photo 7
1999

The mangrove of Aventuras Akumal 8 years ago. 
Healthy, strong and protective. 

Today it is buried under the hotel. 



Photo 8
2004

The mangrove can be seen on the lower part.   
Today the hotel has built over it.



Photo 9
2004

The mangrove is getting locked up between con-
struction and infrastructure of the hotel com-
plex. The size of the mangrove was reduced but it 

was still alive.



Photo 10
24/04/06

The locked up mangrove is drying up and dying 
“mysteriously”.

No one remembers it. No one? In the middle-right 
part of the photograph one can see the rest of it.



Photo 11
26/10/05

Right after a Hurricane, Wilma in this case, the 
mangroves are left without

green leaves …
…but can heal

week by week… if we leave them alone. In the image 
to the right, we show the mangrove of the hotel 

complex, just a few days after Wilma.



Photo 11B
30/10/05

In the upper  
photo,  

is the live  
mangrove by the 
side of Aventuras 

Akumal access road.  
Today that place is 
part of the Bahia 
Principe’s hotel. 

 
 
 

In the middle  
photo,  

 
as a reference one 
can see in the dis-

tance the Bahia 
Principe Akumal 

complex. 

 
 

In the lower pho-
to, the mangrove 
is being filled in 

by Bahia Principe’s 
workers to allow 
construction on 

this site.



Photo 12
24/04/06

Actual aerial view without mangrove. The man-
groves are protected by the Mexican law. 

The 60 TER article and the 99 article of the general 
law of wild life prohibit activities that can disturb 

the natural water flow of the mangrove, of the 
ecosystem and its zone of influence, its productiv-
ity, lifting capacity, reproduction zones, and inter-

action.



Photo 13
Aug / 05

One of the few beaches left for local Mexican peo-
ple is now invaded by sun beds and Bahia’s guests.

 



Photo 14
Aug / 05

In Mexico there are no private beaches by law, only 
blocked access roads.



Photo 15
3/09/07

Beach bar in the white sand of DIF’s  beach. This is 
only accessible for guests of Bahia Principe (with 

bracelet, of course).  

 DIF is a public program which helps senior adults and homeless 
children.  DIF’s installations and beaches  

are intended for public access.



Note 0 
 

Impunity. Local press has brought the problem to public atten-
tion. The local and federal authorities have done nothing to 

solve the problem.
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Photo 16
15/07/07

Akumal beaches, and principally the ones to the 
south (Aventuras Akumal, Aventuras-DIF,  

(Chemuyil y Xcacel)  are the main nesting zones of 
the Caretta caretta (Loggerhead).  
and Chelonia mydas (Green Turtle)  

The nests density is amazing. During July and Au-
gust you can see the turtles looking for soft sand 

to dig their nests.



Note I
6/09/07

Impunity. Ecologists have filed reports to the gov-
ernment in an attempt to stop the destruction.  

No action was taken on these reports.  
 

Some local NGO’s receive monetary benefits from 
Bahia Principe and therefore ignore and cover up 

Bahia Principe’s violations of Mexican law.

http://www.profepa.gob.mx/PROFEPA/ComunicacionSocial/Bo-
letinesdeMedios/CP+090-07.htm



Photo 18
23/08/07

Turtle tracks made when the hotel machineries 
were working on the beach “repairing”.

Caretta caretta and Chelonya mydas  
are endangered species protected by the  

Mexican law:  
NOM-059-SEMARNAT-2001.



Photo 17
24/08/07

Turtle nest made the night after Hurricane Dean.
Aventuras-DIF’s beach plays a very important part 

on hatchling recruitment. Hotels built on turtles 
nesting areas require moving of the natural nests.   

This causes changes in the turtles population 
structure. Akeman, R. A. 1996. The Nest Enviroment 

and the embryonic Development of Sea Turtles.



Photo 19
23/08/07

The heavy machinery (very heavy) works above the 
turtles.   Nesting…Being born… Dying…

 
Altered habitats cause a decrease in the number 

of natural nests, increases energy required by the 
nesting females, and reduces the number of surviv-

able eggs. 
 

NOAA, Nacional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
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Photo 21
23/08/07

Right after Hurricane Dean heavy trucks deposit-
ing the construction material (“sascab”) 

 “It’s really easy to see that the properties of “sas-
cab” (smashed rocks) are different from the  

natural sand properties  (made of smashed shells).  
When somebody fills the

beach with sascab it is exposing the turtles to 
hard conditions and can even kill them” 

 
DR. Fernando Alvarez Noguera, Investigator of the Biology  

center at UNAM



Photo 20 (Map 1)

This graphic shows the areas where the “sascab” 
was applied in the nesting areas.



Photo 22
27/10/05

The same history but right alter hurricane Wilma.



Photo 22ª
27/10/05

The Loss and degradation of nesting areas caused 
by erosion, devouring, modification and artificial 
light is a serious problem attacking the sea turtles 

and their hatchlings.  
 

NOAA, Nacional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (from 
USA). Administración oceánica y atmosférica nacional de Estados 

Unidos



Note II

It wasn’t a secret, at least locally.



Photo 23
23/08/07

Machinery above sea turtles nests.
“It is proved that sascab is bad for coral, it doesn’t 

let it breathe, doesn’t let the small fishes grow 
and, when it‘s too much it doesn’t let light go 

through the water and kills marine vegetation.”
 

Teacher in Science Rosa Elisa Rodríguez, LUM KANAB



Photo 24
24/08/07

Unmarked nests can be smashed or crushed by 
heavy machinery works and the turtles may get 

trapped in the excavations.  
 

NOAA, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 



Note III

Although the problem became public and obvious, 
the local and federal authorities did nothing.



Photo 25
23/08/07

The “sascab” is white like sand, but is much differ-
ent than sand. For turtles it is impossible to dig a 
nest on “sascab”. When “sascab” mixes with water it 
spreads little particles which attach on the coral 

and kill it.



Note IV

It looked like something was going to happen. The 
hope never dies.



Photo 26
3/09/07

Sign buried on “sascab”. We believed this was 
the beginning of something. The beginning of 

the end.



Photo 27
24/08/07

PROFEPA (the Mexican authority for environ-
mental protection) said that no heavy machinery 

worked over nesting areas. 

In the photograph a heavy machine with a long 
arm is clearly seen in front of the DIF. Isn’t this 

one of the main nesting areas?
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Investigation.



Nota V

Report filed in 2005 against the installation of the 
geotubes in the hotel`s beach



Note VI

Soon all Caribbean beaches will be invaded with 
these giant bags.

Note VII

The geo textile tubes are sold to create beaches in 
places without one, brutally breaking the environ-
ment where these are used. In this case, they even 

presume the invention of a beach over Bahia’s place, 
when it is clearly seen in the photo how most of 

the reef was buried.  

http://www.marenter.com/recuperaplaya.html


